Molecular and genomic characterization of human DLEC, a novel member of the C-type lectin receptor gene family preferentially expressed on monocyte-derived dendritic cells.
We have identified a novel gene encoding a protein designated DLEC (dendritic cell lectin), which is a type II membrane glycoprotein of 213 amino acids and belongs to the human calcium-dependent (C-type) lectin family. The cytoplasmic tail of DLEC lacks consensus signaling motifs and its extracellular region shows a single carbohydrate recognition domain (CRD), closest in homology to the dendritic cell immunoreceptor (DCIR) CRD. The DLEC gene has been localized linked to DCIR on the telomeric region of the NK gene complex. RT-PCR and Northern blot analyses show that DLEC mRNA is preferentially expressed in monocyte-derived dendritic cells.